
congo by helicopter
4 days, primeval forests, mountain gorilla & erupting volcanoes



day 1
Arrive in the Virunga National 

Park, Eastern Congo.   Visit to the 
Senkwekwe Centre, and sundowner 

flight around Nyiragongo volcano.
Mikeno Lodge 

day 2
Mountain Gorilla & overnight on the 
volcano rim to enjoy the sights of the 

lava lake.
Nyiragongo Lodge

day 3 & 4
Lowland Gorilla & Chimpanzee 

trekking.
 Mikeno Lodge 

day 5
End

helicopter safari

route
through Congo



day 1
 nyiragongo volcano

Our adventure begins in the east of Congo 
in the forested mountains of Virunga 

National Park.  A perfect base to make 
the most of the regions highlights - the 

fascinating and highly endangered 
Mountain Gorilla, and the active 

Nyiragongo Volcano and lava lake.  

Your heli and pilot will meet you at 
Goma International Airport, and fly you 
to Mikeno Lodge, a journey which takes 

less than an hour, with chances to see the 
volcano in action.  After lunch we will have 
the privilege of visiting the orphaned baby 
gorillas at the nearby Senkwekwe Centre, 
and the day will end with a flight around 

volcanoes.
Overnight:  Mikeno Lodge

day 2
mountain gorilla & lava 

lake
 

At dawn, the heli takes us to the starting 
point of our trek in search of the Mountain 

Gorilla.  The trek can take anything up to 
5 hours, and we will have a 1-hour private 

viewing with a group.

helicopter safari

itinerary
at a glance



After lunch back at Mikeno Lodge, we fly 
to Nyiragongo volcano and hike a short 

distance to our accommodation on the rim, 
overlooking the lava lake.  The rooms at 

Nyiragongo consist of simple but perfectly 
adequate cabins, where we can spend hours 

watching the changing shapes and colours 
of the florescent lava lake.

Overnight:  Nyiragongo Lodge

day 3
lowland gorilla

At dawn we return to Mikeno Lodge for 
showers and breakfast.

We embark on an early morning flight 
to Mount Tsiabeimu - a remote part of 

Virunga National Park, where a group of 20 
Lowland Gorilla are protected through an 

inspiring community-based project.  

Lowland Gorillas, also known as Grauer’s 
Gorilla, are only found in the forests of 
Eastern DRC, and in appearance they 

are larger and more robust than all other 
sub-species of gorilla, and known for 

their peaceful nature.  Time permitting, 
there is an option to visit GRACE 

(Gorilla Rehabilitation and Conservation 
Education) initiated by The Dian Fossey 

Gorilla Fund, for orphan gorillas.   

We will return to Mikeno Lodge for the 
night.  

Overnight:  Mikeno Lodge



day 4
chimpanzee trekking

A short flight takes us to the village of 
Tongo where we begin our trek to see the 

chimpanzees – a resident group of 33 
individuals.  

On route back to Mikeno lodge we will 
fly over the stunning crystal clear springs 

and palm trees that cover this corner of 
Virunga National Park, where we visited 

the Lowland Gorilla the previous day.  The 
spring waters are so pure because they are 

filtered by the layers of lava rock, and the 
area has a healthy hippo population.  

Overnight:  Mikeno Lodge

day 5
 heli safari ends

Before leaving this morning, we will enjoy 
a guided tour of the park head quarters.  
The Virunga National Park, recognised 

as a World Heritage site by UNESCO, 
is dedicated to the conservation of the 

Mountain Gorilla, along with chimpanzees, 
forest elephants, giraffe and okapi.



virunga 
national park

eastern congo

Virunga National Park is 
Africa’s oldest park, established 
in 1925 by King Albert the 1st of 

Belgium.  



virunga 
national park

An outstanding diversity of 
habitats, ranging from swamps 
and steppes to dense primeval 
forests, and from lava plains to 
the savannahs on the slopes of 

volcanoes. 

This is a pristine habitat rich in 
biodiversity, and unique in that 

it has both lowland and montane 
forest, with diverse species of 

trees, ferns, butterflies and birds.    
Protected groups of Lowland 

and Mountain gorilla inhabit this 
region. 



mikeno lodge

Located in the depth of the 
Virunga forest is the newly 

established Mikeno Lodge, with 
accommodation for 24 people in 

12 thatched cottages.    

This is Virunga National 
Park’s  first lodge, and not only 

is it luxury but it is built with 
maximum consideration to its 

natural surroundings.  Mikeno 
has easy access to the Parks most 

treasured assets - the Mountain 
Gorilla, Chimpanzee and Mount 

Nyiragongo.     Just a few minutes 
walk away is the Senkwekwe 

Centre for orphan gorilla.   



mikeno lodge
virunga national 

park



senkwekwe
Center for orphan gorilla

Built in 2008, the Senkwekwe 
Center is a gorilla orphanage 

that provides accommodation 
for both the gorillas and their 
dedicated carers.  The centre 
raises money from donations 

for the conservation of the 
Mountain Gorilla by improving 

park infrastructure, as well as 
supporting the development of 

local primary schools.  It is a 
touching experience to learn about 

the challenges that this species 
faces in the wild.



mount 
nyiragongo

The Virunga Mountains are a 
chain of 8 volcanoes running 

along the borders of DRC, Rwanda 
and Uganda.  Mount Nyiragongo 

standing at 3,462 metres is 
Africa’s most active volcano.  
It has been erupting almost 

continuously for the last century, 
and its main crater contains a 

magnificent lava lake.  



rain forests 
of the virunga



mountain 
gorilla

virunga national 
park

Coming face to face with a 
Mountain Gorilla is one of Africa’s 

most exciting wildlife experiences!  
Gaining an insight into the 

behaviour and family dynamics of 
one of the world’s rarest primates 

is nothing short of captivating.  
The last remaining habitat of the 

Mountain Gorilla is within the 
Virunga Mountains.  This highly 
endangered charismatic animal 

is the flagship species that has 
enthused the conservation of the 

entire array of wildlife and habitat 
that make up this unique part of 

the planet.



nyiragongo 
lodge

On the edge of the Nyiragongo 
crater within sight of the 

sweltering lava lake, stand eight 
simple cabins, coloured black to 

blend in perfectly with the lava 
rock surroundings. 

It’s thrilling experience to 
watch the glowing molten lava 

throughout the evening!



“the man who kills the animals today is the man who 

kills the people who get in his way tomorrow”. 

dian fossey 
- zoologist and conservationist who dedicated her 

life to protecting gorilla in cerntal africa -

‘grace’ 
GRACE (Gorilla Rehabilitation and Conservation Education) is the first 
rescue and rehabilitation center of its kind in East Central Africa, currently 
caring for 15 orphan Grauer’s gorillas in a purpose built facility with access 
to 350 acres of natural habitat.  Founded by The Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund, 
GRACE is located adjacent to the Tayna Nature Reserve, which is owned 
and managed by local communities.   

In July 2011, 6 Grauer’s who had been cared for in Rwanda for many years 
by the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund and the Mountain Gorilla Veterinary 
Project (MGVP), were successfully transferred back to Congo, where they 
had originally been confiscated from poachers.  



chimpanzee
The forests, mountains and 
valleys of Virunga National 

Park are home to a highly 
protected population of Chimps.  

From Tongo village, visitors 
are welcome to trek in search 

of a habituated group of 33, 
accompanied by rangers.  Red 

tailed monkeys, colobus monkeys 
and olive baboons also thrive here, 

and the bird life is prolific. 



fresh water
springs

Crystal clear swamps near Mount 
Tsiabeimu are filtered by layers of 
volcanic rock and sediment.  The 

result is this incredible palm forest 
- an idyllic habitat for wildlife and 

an array of bird life.



heli safari 
ends



what to wear
Clothing recommendation

Safaris are informal and comfort 
should be considered above all 

else. 

Durable, loose fitting, lightweight 
cotton clothes are recommended 

in neutral colours, so as not to 
alarm wildlife whilst in the bush. 

Something warm is essential 
for early morning and evening 
activities. Footwear should not 
be heavy. A pair of comfortable 

walking shoes, trainers or desert 
boots is best.

The following is a guideline for the 
maximum clothing you need to 

bring.  Due to the limited space in 
the helicopters personal luggage is 
limited to a maximum of 15kgs per 

person that MUST be packed in 
a soft duffel bag (No rigid bags or 
bags with wheels). Guests should 

also carry a small daypack for 
carrying personal items.



what to bring 
The following is a guideline for 

the maximum clothing you need 
to bring.  There will be limited 

laundry services available. 

Good quality sunglasses
Sun Hat 

Comfortable walking shoes
Sandals or flip flops

4 cotton shirts, 2 long sleeved
2 pairs long trousers / jeans

3 pairs of shorts / skirts
Underwear and socks

Swimsuit
Sweater / Fleece

Zip lock bags are useful for 
anything that might leak while 

travelling – Sun Cream, shampoo, 
creams etc.

Good quality torch 
Tissues / wet wipes

Any prescribed medication
Insect repellent

Binoculars not essential but useful 
Camera 
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Private helicopter and pilot 
/ guides are provided by a 

leading air charter company 
based in East Africa, 

specialising in heli-safaris and 
adventures, with more than 10 

years of experience in this field.

The Eurocopter AS 350 B3’s 
are perfectly adapted to 

f ly in Africa’s hot and high 
environments. 

Aircraft are fitted with satelite 
tracking software, pilots are 

trained in ‘f irst person on scene’ 
first aid, and all precautions are 
carried out to ensure maximum 

safety and comfort.

Tropic Air
Nanyuki, Kenya


